Persistent severe visual and electroretinographic abnormalities after intravenous Cisplatin therapy.
A 55-year-old man inadvertently received four times the intended dose of intravenous cisplatin as part of a chemotherapeutic salvage regimen for non-Hodgkin lymphoma. Immediately after treatment, he developed bilateral irreversible visual loss. Visual acuity was 20/300 in OU and visual fields showed central scotomas bilaterally. Although the fundus examination findings were normal, an electroretinogram showed markedly reduced a-wave amplitudes and absent b-waves. At autopsy 8 months later, photoreceptors appeared normal. Splitting of the outer plexiform layer was present, consistent with loss of the ERG b-wave. This is the first reported case of persistent visual loss from intravenous cisplatin toxicity and the first case to describe ocular histopathologic findings.